Extravasation injury in the perioperative setting.
Extravasation is an unintentional injection or leakage of fluid in the perivascular or subcutaneous space. Extravasation injury results from a combination of factors, including solution cytotoxicity, osmolality, vasoconstrictor properties, infusion pressure, regional anatomical peculiarities, and other patient factors. We reviewed the hospital files of patients who had sustained a significant extravasation injury in the perioperative setting at two German hospitals. These cases highlight the risk of devastating consequences from extravasation injury. Vasoactive drugs and hyperosmolar and concentrated electrolyte solutions are the predominant vesicants in the perioperative setting. Prompt and appropriate intervention is important for avoiding or minimizing extensive tissue injury.